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GLEANINGS: THOUGHTS FROM AROUND THE EDGES
By Rev. Kenneth Baker

“Is That the Christian Thing to Do?”

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,’jpeatenepat aead
control " (Galatians 5:22)

How many times do you hear that question, or one similar to that? | got a call the other day from a telemar-
keting service that was targeting the church, and when | politely informed the caller that | wasn’t interested and
didn’t want to let her continue her sales pitch, she asked, “well, you're a pastor aren’t you? Is that how a
Christian is supposed to act?” Now obviously she was trying to lay a guilt trip on me and get me to buy what-
ever it was she wanted me to buy, but really? Did my being a pastor, or a Christian for that matter mean that |
was obligated to waste my time listening to her pitch me for something that if | had really wanted it, | would
have already bought it in the first place? Wh adoes it really mean to be and act as a Christian? Must we be
the ones to be extra kind, even gullible, and accommodate the expectations of everyone who wants us to act
like Christians?

Acting as genuine Christians is important. We cannot be genuine Christians without our words and acts
showing forth the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. So what, then, do we do to live as Christians? The Apos-
tle Paul teaches us,

'"herefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly I
humility, gentl e'esas awid hp etaichnweé.her and forgive wha
against one another. FordhAwd asethal Lottebergaveugsu
them all togeth€ol osspaliMke.8t 1@ni ty.

Quite simply, as carefully and deliberately as we get up in the morning and clothe ourselves, we are also to
put on these virtues of God, so that whenever people look at us, the first thing they see, along with our outer
clothes, are those things that mark us as Christians. And beyond that, we are to be people of forgiveness.
Accepting the forgiveness Christ offers us, and being willing in turn to forgive others. When we do that, the
door is opened up for us to love others again, just as Christ forgave and loved us. Then the door that is
opened will be the one that leads us into the Kingdom of Heaven, for the only ones who may enter in are
those who have forgiven just as the Father has forgiven them, and who are now free to love others.

No, being Christians does not mean we have to be gullible and meet the demands of everyone else, but it
does mean that we ought to act in ways that show off the work of the Holy Spirit. Today as you pray, invite
God’s Holy Spirit to go to work on your life, remodeling it into the kind of life that shows off genuine Christian
love.

May your Christian walk be eternally blessed, my sisters and brothers, Pastor Ken.

The Mission of the Eureka United Methodist Church is to be a living, breathing, celebrating entity where time, money,

and the talents God has given us are freely and joyously given, where serving God through ministry is a way of life.
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What’s happening at the Main Church
On the Main Street in Eureka, Kansas USA?

UMW NEWS Methodst
UMW program books are printed for 2018. If you
haven’'t gotten yours yet, pick it up from the
church hallway. There are several bits of infor-
mation and dates that will be helpful. Women

Morning Circle has new leaders - Ann Johnston and
Patsy Garner. Plans were made for a few changes in the
next two meetings. February will not have a Morning Circle
meeting/brunch, but will be part of the Fellowship Evening
Feb. 15 (more on that later). The March meeting will be
held at Vintage Park with some of our members there
sharing the morning with Morning Circle women.

The kitchen is an on-going project. We appreciate the
things accomplished in the last couple of years, and are
now working on cleaning/organizing the kitchen and south
room. We are also looking into the possibility of a new
exhaust fan system.

Guest Day is tentatively set for June 7, and a speaker
has been contacted. It will be a lunch and women from
other churches will be invited. National Day of Prayer is
May 3.

UMW FELLOWSHIP EVENING

All women of the UMC are invited to join in the
Fellowship Evening on Thursday, February 15 for a relaxing
evening. A new (to us) term is hygge, a Danish word for
“conscious coziness”. This is a way to beat the winter blues!
This cozy mood includes friendship, warm socks, candles,
soft music, hot food, and warm drinks. We plan to make this
such an evening. There will be friendship, food, and good
conversation. Maybe a devotional, but no lesson or busi-
ness meeting! Please join us at 5:30, in the classroom.

LOST AND FOUND SHELF

There is a “Lost and Found” shelf in the church hallway
that may have something you've lost! Currently it has a
couple of black women’s vests (one found in the south
room and one in the choir room), a man’s hat, cap, jewelry,
glasses, and other forgotten things.
COMMUNITY LINC ~ ﬁ
Eureka Dinners )
Thurs, Feb 8" & 22™ @ UMC & \‘
Hamilton Dinner
Wed, Feb 21%' @ Hamilton Community Center
Madison Dinner
Tues, Feb 27" @ Madison Community Center
“Ministering the Love of
Meals are provided :
Eureka—Every 2nd & 4th Thursdays
Hamilton—Every 3rd Wednesday
Madison—Every 4th Tuesday
Watch the newspaper, Facebook, or posted signs for
times and menus.

CONFIRMATION CLASS

We will begin a spring confirmation class around the first
part of February. This class will teach the basics of our
faith, and the basics of United Methodism. At the end of
the course, on Easter Morning (April 1), we will invite the
confirmands into full membership in our church. For more
information, call Pastor Ken at the office.

FREE MOVIE

Eureka Area Ministerial Alliance & SADD
(Students Against Destructive Decisions)
will be hosting a free movie Wednesday,
February 21st, 6:30 p.m. at E.J.S.H.S.

Water and popcorn will be available at no charge.

*A washed-up former child star, forced to do community
service at a local megachurch, pretends to be a Christian to
land the part of Jesus in their annual Passion Play, only to
discover that the most important role of his life is far from
Hollywood. Contact the church office for more information
about the movie.

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT OUR WEBSITE?
www.eurekalstks.org

Our new website has a lot of useful information such as:
our calendar of events, news about upcoming events and
happenings, monthly newsletters, Pastor’s blog & past ser-
mons, Upper Room Daily Devotionals, contribution options
and links to other important resources.

WEEKLY BELL TOWER (email)

Each Friday you should be receiving an email of the
WEEKLY BELL TOWER. This weekly newsletter is being
created with the intent of informing you of what is happen-
ing during the upcoming week, in Sunday worship, and in
the near future. It also has our contact information, the min-
isters’ schedule for Sunday and other news at Eureka
UMC. If you do not receive yours, please let Joanie or Pas-
tor Ken know.

BE A BOY SCOUT VOLUNTEER

The local Boy Scout troop is seeking volunteers to contrib-
ute time and energy. Helping on the committee, the scout-
master staff, as a merit badge counselor, or camping with
the troop a couple times a year would be greatly appreciat-
ed. Contact Matt Thompson 620-750-0214

2013 HIGH SCHOOL GRARUATES . .

If you are a graduating HS senior and a' member of Eureka
UMC, have been active in the church, and will be request-
ing a scholarship, please request an application from the
office, ASAP.

Please remember we need your support — even when you are not here. You can now easily give your offerings electronically by
EFT, by phone, and on our website. No need to write checks or carry cash, easier to continue to support the Church even when

you’re out of town. For more information contact the office.
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Sermons for February 2018

Continuing Through Colossians

Theme Verse:

'When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision
forgave us ‘hAhviogrcannse] ed the written code, with its regu
opposed to us; he took i¢tCawaysi-hdas | 2npy3 it to the cross.

Series Theme: The Book of Colossians is filled with practical wisdom, giving us details about how we are to live
as Christians in a world in seeming opposition to Christianity. We began working through Colossians at the beginning of
the New Year, selecting some powerful Christ-centered resolutions to get us going. This month we will complete the
Book of Colossians, as Paul instructs us further on how to live as Christians.

February 4th: Communion Sunday.
Sermon: “He Nailed It to the Cross” Colossians 2:13-19
Key Verse (see quote above)
Old Testament Lesson: Psalm 32:1-2 New Testament Lesson: Ephesians 2:1-5

February 11th: (Boy Scout Sunday)
Sermon: “Only An Ap p e ar afWWisdom” Colossians 2:20-23

Key VéBseh regulations indeed have an -ampesednwer shi wj stdbe
and their harsh treatment of the body, but QGdlegs diaarks anh:iy2 ¥

Theme: We humans place such a high importance on our own wisdom, we often neglect God’s wisdom.
Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 3:1-6 New Testament Lesson: Matthew 7:15-20

February 14 — Ash Wednesday 6:30pm:
Service of Repentance and the Imposition of Ashes
Sermon: “Return to Me With All Your Heart” Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

February 18th:

Sermon: “Rules For Living — Part One” Colossians 3:1-11
Key VelS$ace“® then, you have been raised with Christ, set vy
the right HKSetd ydurGomi.nds on things GCuobloovses,i-anhostl B)nl eart hly

Theme: As Christians, we are to set our hearts on things of God’s Kingdom, setting aside those things in
this life that separate us from God.

Old Testament Lesson: 1 Chronicles 22:19 New Testament Lesson: Matthew 6:19-34

February 25th:
Sermon: “Rules for Holy Living — Part 2” Colossians 3:12-17

Key Vé¥serefore, as God’'s chosen people, holy and dearly |
humility, gentl eéBesas andhpawacénoeéher and forgive whatever
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

Theme: Forgiveness is a key aspect of living for God. How we forgive one another is a reflection of how

we expect God to forgive us.

Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 8:33-40 New Testament Lesson: Matthew 6:12-14

“l Am The Church, You Are The Church, We Are The Church Together!”

Those are the words we sang during worship on January 21 reminding me of the many times we sang that hymn chorus
during Sunday School a few years back. We wanted children to know they are the church when they leave the church build-
ing; they are the hands and feet of Christ during the entire week, not just when they come to learn about being Christian.

The worship service was both challenging and reaffirming as to why we must be present during congregational worship
but also must BE THE CHURCH between worship services.

The Worship Committee would like to use this newsletter to share some of the ways members of our church family are
at work BEING THE CHURCH in our community. Please give us permission to relate your example . We believe there
are many ways our church family reaches out to people and makes differences in their lives. Your example may well in-
spire others to do similar deeds and acts of discipleship!

If you can contribute to these examples please email or call the church office or contact the chairperson of the Worship
Committee, Jean Groendes.

Submitted by Patsy Garner, Worship Committee Member




MINISTERS FOR FEBRUARY

GREETERS

Feb 4 |Jan Stephens, Mary Lou Chadderdon Feb 18 |Keith & Debbie Ball

Feb 11 |Faith Butler, Wanda Frakes Feb 25 |Travis & Christina Harrison
USHERS

Feb 4 |John & Pam Cowley, May Lou Chadderdon Feb 18 |Debbie Dutton, Miracle Dutton. Vince Groendes
Feb 11 |Jack & Cindy Knotts, Jan Stephens Feb 25 |Jim & Leslie Spillman, Paul Seeley
SCRIPTURE READERS

Feb 4 |Harold Garner Feb 18 |Jan Friday

Feb 11 Feb 25 |?

ORGANIST

Feb4 |Rhonda Boone Feb 18 |Robin Himes

Feb 11 |Robin Himes Feb 25 |Rhonda Boone

COFFEE TIME

Feb4 |Paul & Jackie Seeley Feb 18 |Judy Schlegel, Jim & Leslie Spillman
Feb 11 |Jim & Leslie Spillman Feb 25 |Harold & Patsy Garner

It is always a blessing on Sunday morning to join with others and share the activities of your week.
Lots of planning for future events go on at Coffee Hour.

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE

Looking for a more convenient way to give? Not able to
make it to church and wish you were able to help support
your church and its missions and ministries? Or, if you are
like many of us, simply forgot to bring cash or a check?
We've got your answer — Online Giving. Vanco, the same
company we have been using for EFTs has provided us with
a direct link on our website, that you can connect to, and
give your tithes and offerings. Fill in a few bits of information
on their secure website, choose checking or credit/debit
card, then provide the amount you wish, indicate whether it
is a once-at-a-time offering, weekly, monthly, offering, then
the amount, and hit the send button. It's that easy! Just go
to our website, www.eurekaistks.org click the “Contribute”
tab, and get started.

We are also working on installing a new router in the
church, and will shortly be able to provide you access during
church, for both the website, as well as a really convenient
cell phone app. You can already use a cell phone app wher-
ever you connect (just not at church, yet) — go to your app
store and type in “Give Plus Church.” Search on zip code
67045. Fill in the details and off you go.

For more info, go to:
http://vancopayments.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/
Vanco_GivePlus_Church__FAQs_for_Donors.pdf

EUREKA AREA MINISTRIES

A big THANK YOU from the Ministers of Eureka Area
Ministerial Alliance, Mended Heart Ministries, Community
LinC Ministries, and other partnering ministries, to all of the
donors throughout our community for your monetary gifts as
well as much needed donations such as food, clothing, and
other items and also those who served in any way to make
these ministries a blessing in the eyes of our Lord.

We appreciate and take seriously your trust in our stew-
ardship of the gifts you offer. Be assured they are used
responsibly. All who receive assistance meet specific guide-
lines that are in place to assure that your benevolence isn’t

abused. Depending on each situation, guidelines may
require that those who receive assistance attend budgeting
classes, offer community service, and/or repay the funds
they receive so that we can also help others in need.

Some of the Eureka area ministries & activities include:
Green-wood Bucket Drive (all funds stay in Greenwood
County); Food Bank; monthly USDA Commodities Distribu-
tion (Eureka & Severy); disaster relief, the Fall Festival
Concert fundraiser; worship services each Wednesday
morning at Vintage Park and the Eureka Nursing Center;
bi-weekly articles in the Eureka Herald; Celebrate Recovery
(a ministry to help overcome obstacles in our lives); Jail
Ministry; Celebrate Recovery Jail Ministry; Trail Life USA,
Community LinC dinners (Eureka, Hamilton, Madison), Thrift
Store, and special worship services or events such as Good
Friday worship, National Day of Prayer Service; Baccalaure-
ate Service for those graduating EJSHS.

In addition to donations of non-perishable food, clothing,
and other items, you provided $12,173.68 to help local fami-
lies in need last year (2017). These monetary donations
helped nearly 96 families meet immediate and critical needs
— ranging from utility payments, to medical expenses, to
lodging and other emergencies.

Food distributed from Kansas Food Bank, Community
Food Bank and Commodities totaled 43,942 pounds. Com-
munity LinC in Eureka, Hamilton and Madison served a total
of approximately 6,600 meals valued at approximately
$16,500. On average Harvest House Food Pantry (Severy)
distributes to 160 families per month.

The Eureka Area Ministerial Alliance remains committed
to our mission of meeting people’s spiritual and physical
needs. Please be generous again this year as the Lord
blesses you, and make a difference in the lives of all here in
our community.

Each of these ministries operate strictly with volunteers
and largely on donations of money and/or food & physical
items. No one receives a salary.



http://www.eureka1stks.org
http://vancopayments.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Vanco_GivePlus_Church__FAQs_for_Donors.pdf
http://vancopayments.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Vanco_GivePlus_Church__FAQs_for_Donors.pdf

9:30 AM Worship
Fellowship Coffee

6:00 PM BSA

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:30 AM Worship w/
Communion
Fellowship Coffee
6:00 PM Community
LinC Dinner
6:00 PM BSA 6:00 PM Choir
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:30 AM Worship 10:45 AM Worship
Fellowship Coffee Committee
5:30 PM Finance NO Choir 5:30 PM UMW
Evening Fellowship
6:00 PM Administra-6:30 PM Ash
tive Council Wednesday Worship
6:00 PM BSA VALENTINE’S DAY
ASH WEDNESDAY
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:30 AM Worship SUBMIT
Fellowship Coffee YOUR 1:00 PM Ministerial
Alliance @ UMC
ARTICLES
FOR THE
NEWSLETTER 6:00 PM Community
6:00 PM Choir LinC Dinner
6:30 PM Free Movie
6:00 PM BSA @ EJSHS
25 26 27




I's not too late to get signed up for the new Wesleyan Covenant Group Book Study on “The Shack”.
This is a powerful book that looks at many concepts such as God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, at the concept
of Holy Trinity and how it is important, as well as how God can be present during times of tragedy.

We’'ll begin by watching the movie, then subsequent weeks, explore the book in greater detail.
If you are interested, please contact Pastor Ken.

The First United Methodist Church of Eureka
521 N Main Street, PO Box 286

Eureka, KS USA 67045

Ph: 620-583-5663

www.eureka1stks.org
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